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NW students return from Romania
ADVENTURES IN
ROMANIA
KRISTA WAMHOFf
PUBLIC RELATIONS
In Romania, a country full of
mountains, castles, monasteries
and historical sites, a group of
Northwestern students found
beauty – not only in the places
they trekked, but also in the
people they met.
On a trip to Retezat National
Park, the group adopted the
motto, “people, not places” from
their tour guide.
“The places we saw were
incredible, yes,” Kara Richard
said. “But we realized that none
of it would have been the same
without experiencing it together.”
As the students left the states
last fall, most of them were
strangers. However, that soon
changed.
“We were basically all like
siblings by the end of the
semester,” Alayna Bakke said.
This bond traveled back with
them across the Atlantic this

winter.
“We developed some group
norms that still persist stateside,”
Abigail Sutton said. “We give
hugs, we cook and eat together,
some of us like to run together
and we are comfortable telling
the others when we are not doing
well.”
Together,
the
students
shared their stories, engaged in
meaningful conversations and
expanded their relationships to
include the people they met in
Romania. Many of the students
expressed how they missed their
host families.
“Their joy as they loved God
and loved people was radiant, and
that was only bolstered by God’s
continued faithfulness,” Noah
Roisum said. “I pray I will carry
with me what I learned from
them into the rest of my life.”
Filipe and Janelle Silva, NW
alum, were like a piece of home
to the team. The couple started a
climbing gym in Romania, where
the students spent time climbing
with local kids.
“It is evident that the Gospel is
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lived out here,” Sutton said.
As their relationships grew, so
did their faith.
“When you’re away from what
is familiar and need to rely on

God’s provision, He becomes so
clear. I thought it was beautiful
to experience God show himself
in so many ways,” Richards said.
“He is not limited to the chapter

of scripture I read each morning.
He actually becomes more
evident through people and life
experience.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

T h e f u t u r e o f Ke p p H a l l
DESTRUCTION OF
HISTORICAL NW
BUILDING
GRACE REGINALD
PUBLIC RELATIONS

In 1951, brothers
Lloyd and Ward Kepp
constructed Kepp Hall
on the northwest corner
of campus. For over
thirty years, some of
Northwestern’s faculty
called Kepp their home;
sharing the luxury of
living on campus with
their students.
By 1994, Kepp housed
11 apartments – each
with their own living
room, bedroom, dining
room,
kitchen
and
bathroom. NW even
supplied
the
basic
furnishings: a couch,
chair, large desk, kitchen
table and chairs, end

table and lamp, bunk
beds, two dressers, a
fridge and a microwave.
Interestingly,
each
apartment
did
not
have the convenience
of a stove, but a single
stove was located in the
laundry room for the
residents to use.
By
1996,
every
apartment was bestowed
a stove, and Kepp was
converted into married
student housing. Brad
and Cheryl (Jamieson)
Kehn were among the
eight couples who lived
in the Kepp apartments
that first year.
“Before
the
Kepp
Apartments, NW owned
a few trailers on the edge
of campus for married
couples. We lived there
our sophomore year
(1995-1996), the first
year we were married”

Cheryl said. “They got
rid of the trailers that
year and opened up the
Kepp Apartments in
1996. We lived in Kepp
Apartments our junior
and senior years of
college (1996-1998).”
Married student housing
was a community of
itself, where it offered
a space to do life with
people
on
similar
journeys.
“Not being from the
area, the community of
people in the apartments
was an encouraging and
great place to share
with other people in
the same stage of life”
Cheryl said. “We didn’t
feel distant from the
activity of life of college,
students and professors
we had through our
education.”
Brad and Cheryl thought
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HISTORICAL KEPP HALL OFFICE BUILDING WILL BE TAKEN DOWN SOON
it was the perfect place to
live since they were both
still going to college and
finishing their degrees.
“It was like a dorm for
married people,” Cheryl
said. “We had several

close friendships with
other couples doing the
same things as us. We all
lived life together, went
to classes and did our
laundry in the basement
in the shared washer and

dryers”.
In 1999, the married
housing
at
Kepp
Apartments changed to
campus housing due to
overcrowding issues on
campus.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Flettwood Mac’s album turns 45 this month
A TRUE MUSICAL
TRIUMPH
MISAEL BRUZZONE
ECONOMICS
Constantly hailed as one
of the greatest music albums
of all time, Fleetwood Mac’s
“Rumors” is undoubtedly a
masterpiece. From its troubled
origins, the record emerged
into the public scene to become
an immediate blockbuster,
forever cementing Fleetwood
Mac as one of the greatest acts
of all time. Released on Feb.
4, 1977, “Rumors” turned 45
years old this month.
Perhaps the most often
noted fact about the record
is the set of circumstances
that shaped and gave birth
to the bands magnum opus.
John and Christine McVie
were undergoing a divorce at
the time of recording while
Lindsay Buckingham and
Stevie Nicks were dealing with
a breakup, the latter becoming
involved with the band’s
drummer Mick Fleetwood.
With all five band members
intertwined in relationship
issues, it is no surprise that
the record lyrically deals with
the hardships of love and
heartbreak.

However, more so than
simply singing about it,
the main writing trio of
Buckingham, Nicks and
McVie expertly put down their
emotions and experiences
on paper. The songs appear
to be snippets and peeks
behind the curtain due to a
level of vulnerability that is
only matched by the musical
genius behind each song. It
is quite surprising that all five
band members managed to
come together to craft such a
milestone in music in the midst
of their personal troubles.
Songs like “Go Your Own
Way” and “Dreams” exemplify
this
personal
turmoil
accompanied by beyond
fantastic instrumentals.
Musically, “Rumors” is a
triumph. While predominantly
existing in the genres of softrock and pop-rock, the 1977
record is a glorious mix of
both electric and acoustic
sounds. The opening to side
two of the album and one of
the record’s most complicated
compositions, “The Chain”,
features a lead electric setting
one of the most iconic riffs
in rock and roll history
while being accompanied
by an acoustic until the song
culminates in an exploding

guitar solo.
Other songs like “You Make
Loving Fun” bring to light
Fleetwood Mac’s ability to
deliver poignant and personal
lyrics with complete mastery.
Buckingham’s guitar work
and Fleetwood’s hypnotic
percussion elevate the song
above simple pop-rock. “I
Don’t Want to Know” and
the first track on the record,
“Second Hand News," are good
examples of acoustic based
songs that retain the essence
of the band’s folk and soft-rock
influences.
Another
important
component
of
this
record and one of the
main reasons for the
cohesiveness of subject
matter and delivery is
the quality of the lead
vocals in each song. The
record features leads from
Buckingham, McVie and
Nicks as they take turns
taking charge throughout
each song. On one hand,
both McVie and Nicks
offer a haunting quality
to their vocals that seems
other-worldly at times,
especially the latter who
shines in songs like
“Gold Dust Woman” and
“Dreams.”
Buckingham

COURTESY OF AMAZON MUSIC

on
the
other
hand
presents a raw delivery
that contrasts perfectly
with the female leads. The
superb quality of lyricism,
instrumentalism
and
vocals brings the record
together in a spotless way.
It would be hard to find
any form of negative opinion
on “Rumors.” The record won
“Album of the Year” at the
Grammies that year, sold over
forty million copies worldwide,

was certified platinum twenty
times in the United States
and ranked in seventh place
on Rolling Stone’s “Top 500
albums of All Time” list.
“Rumors” is a sure-fire hit.
Every track on the record is
slick and flawless, nothing ever
missing the mark or falling
short in any way. Lyrically,
the album deals with heavy
themes that are brought forth
expertly by vocal deliveries that
remain unmatched to this day.

Musically, the record exhibits a
proficiency in layering, mixing
and overall composition that
stands as an example of what
can be achieved in the studio.
This is a record that should be
part of everyone’s education.
Fleetwood Mac created in
“Rumors” what is without
a doubt one of the greatest
records of all time.

Girl-power not enough to offset forgettable story
MOVIE REVIEW

GREAT TALENT
POOR WRITING
KAELIN ALONS
PUBLIC REALTIONS

“The 355” is a glamorous,
worldwide
spy
movie
starring women who save the
day for a change. While this
movie has great potential, it
reeks of borrowed plotlines
from every other spy movie
created.
The half-baked plot
began with the discovery
of a device that could hack
into any database and take
it over. Planes and nuclear
devices at the mercy of the
hacker, the threat of World
War III is in the balance.
However, a Colombian
intelligence agent intercepts
it and travels to France to
turn it over to the CIA.
CIA agents Mace, played
by Jessica Chastain, and
her partner Nick, played by
Sebastian Stan, rendezvous
with the Colombian to
retrieve the device, but they
are interrupted by German
intelligence agent Marie
Schmidt, played by Diane
Kruger, who takes it from
them. Mace then brings in

retired MI6 hacker Khadijah,
played by Lupita Nyong’o, to
track the device down, and
Columbian psychologist Dr.
Rivera, played by Penélope
Cruz, somehow also gets
dragged into the mix.
After the all-too obvious
betrayal of Nick, the four
women decide to team up.
After taking out mercenaries
in Morocco, the women
end up at a black-market
auction in Shanghai where a
mysterious Chinese woman
(Fan Bingbing) helps them
escape with the drive.
Furious, Nick captures the
loved ones of the women,
and they agree to hand over
the device in return for their
families. After discovering
the enemy’s location, the
team plans one last-ditch
effort to destroy the device.
At the end of a confusing
skirmish, the device ends
up smashed under the foot
of Mace and they manage to
escape with their lives.
With a cast as talented as
this, one would expect a more
well-done movie. But all the
talent in the world cannot
correct bad writing and
camerawork. The plot was
written such that the movie
could have been over within

five minutes.
Everyone
knew the device would
end up broken and many
opportunities throughout
the movie allowed for it
to happen. However, the
script forcefully refused that
action from occurring until
two hours later, much to the
chagrin of any viewer who
appreciates a semi-decent
plotline.
Another failure of the
writers was the utter lack of
creativity compared to any
other spy movie created.
Backstabbed by a partner,
loved ones held hostage,
an easy fix prevented from
happening and a hero shot
at the pinnacle of victory.
In all honesty, one could
watch the trailer and be
able to understand the plot
of the film about as well as
someone who sat through
all 124 minutes of it.
That being said, the movie
did have a few redeeming
qualities that should not be
overlooked. The film did
an excellent job at naturally
inserting cultural contexts
and differences, which
is crucial when you have
a multi-ethnic cast. For
example, Dr. Rivera, the
Columbian psychologist, is

shown dipping in and out of
Spanish as she talks with her
children and husband. You
also see her strong emphasis
on family, which is a staple
in collectivist cultures like
Columbia.
However, it
also means that stereotypes
are also used in how the
German agent, Marie, is
shown as an emotionless
being. Overall, I loved the
blend and celebration of
the cultures shown in the
movie: American, British,
African, German, Chinese,
Columbian, French and
Moroccan.
My favorite part of the
movie, which I wish they
could
have
integrated
more, is how it explores
the sacrifices women must
make when they choose
career over family. There is
an ongoing question if the
women can have both or
if they must choose, which
is fascinating to watch how
they deal with it.
There is also this
subliminal
dialogue
discussing
about
how
important women are often
erased from history, hence
the name 355. Throughout
the film, they consistently
undermine
the
male
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authority which seeks to
silence them.
At the end of the day,
while the movie has a few
redeeming qualities, there
are other spy movies done
better and there are other

movies grappling with the
female experience done
much better. Great casts can
only do so much when the
writing is poor.
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Days at the beach brought to you in Christ Chapel
LIFE AND GOD
THROUGH WATER
HAILEY LOUW
STATISTICS
When
walking
across
campus in the middle of
winter, it’s hard to imagine
days at the beach.
The
memory of crashing waves
can quickly give way to winds
blowing 30 miles an hour
across your face on your daily
walk to the caf. But, perhaps
a visit to Christ Chapel at
the end of the week will help
alleviate your midwinter blues
and remind you of warmer
days as the Northwestern
Symphonic Band presents
“Water of Life” on Friday, Feb
11.
The concert is centered
around the theme of water
in hopes to reflect Christ
offering a living and eternal
water to us all.
Concert
director Dr. Angela Holt
draws this inspiration from
John 4:13-14 which states,
“Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone
who drinks of this water will

be thirsty again, but whoever
drinks of the water that I will
give him will never be thirsty
again. The water that I will
give him will become in him
a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.’”
The
band
plans
on
performing a plethora of
songs and arrangements such
as “Sailing with Whales” by
Rossano Galante, “Molly on
the Shore” by Percy Grainger
and “Aquarium” by Johan de
Meij (one of the few Dutch
composers in music). These
songs focus on being alone by
the shore, rain and even the
animals we find living in or
near water.
One of the main features
of the concert is senior
Michael Hornback conducting
“The Seal Lullaby” by Eric
Whitacre, centered on the idea
of a mother seal singing to her
cub to help him fall asleep.
“I am very excited for the
upcoming symphonic band
concert! I love Whitacre’s
musical language and am
thrilled to get a chance to
conduct
this
wonderful
piece!”, said Hornback. If you
remember his senior feature

in the article from the fall,
you know that he also hopes
to pursue further education
in conducting after his time
in Orange City. During his
senior year he has spent much
of his time learning more
about the art of conducting
under the instruction of Dr.
Holt. Holt holds a doctoral
degree of music with a
main focus in instrumental
conducting while also being
an active musician in many
events for the Orange City
Chamber of Commerce.
Music senior Ashley
Van Ravenswaay is also very
excited for the concert. “I
like that there is one cohesive
theme for this concert, I think
it’s pretty cool. I’m pretty
excited to perform ‘The Seal
Lullaby’ since we’ve sung it
for choir previously. The song
itself was made for a children’s
film that never ended up being
produced, but the song itself
is still reflective of the fun
you have watching children’s
movies and singing along. It’s
such a beautiful piece.”
Sophomore
euphonium
player Josiah Bonestroo shared
these sentiments, saying “The

PHOTO BY LYDIA RAKOW
The Symphonic Band preparing for their water themed concert.

band has been working very
hard for this concert and
we’re really excited to share
these songs with the campus
community.
It’s been fun
getting to rehearse these songs
as individual pieces while
being under one cohesive
theme.”
The symphonic band

plans on taking their talents on
tour this spring in Kansas City
and playing for a multitude
of groups, and are currently
looking for even more venues
to play for. They will be
traveling April 7-10, but
you can catch them first this
Friday, Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m. in
Christ Chapel. They will also

perform their final concert of
the year on Friday, April 29 in
Christ Chapel. The acapella
choir will also be going on
their international tour May
17-28 under the direction of
Dr. Thomas Holm.

Shining a light on a theater expert with a servant heart
DIRECTOR, ACTOR
AND TEACHER
RACHEL SMART
ENGLISH TEACHING

Karisa Meier, a dedicated
triple major from Badger, Iowa
will be closing the curtains
on her college career here at
Northwestern this coming
spring. Meier knew she wanted
to go into education since she
always played school as a kid
and found joy in helping her
classmates with homework,
but she has also been doing
theatre since she was eight.
“When I learned that I could
make a career out the things I
loved, there was no going back,”
said Meier. That is what led
her to study theatre education,
english teaching and secondary
education.
Throughout
the
past
four years, Meier has been
heavily involved in the theatre
department by acting in five
shows, had a production role
in three shows, participated
in RUSH for three years and
has been in Drama Ministries

Ensemble all four years.
Being an ensemble member
in the theatre department
has helped Meier be a part of
what she would call a “once in
a lifetime experience,” such as
being able to tour with DME
to locations such as New York
City and Ethiopia, as well as
writing and performing her
personal testimony. “Doing art
for the sake of the Kingdom
has been one of the most
meaningful parts of my time at
NW,” Meier said.
Being able to create art is
something that Meier is proud
of doing. Meier was able to
direct her first play as a part
of the One Acts showcase
while dealing with COVID
restrictions. She said that
experience was incredible
because she was able to create
something beautiful. Meier
is also proud of her work as a
stage manager for the children’s
show her sophomore year,
“Jonah and the Giant Fish,” and
the 2021 spring production of
“Eurydice,” because “watching
the process of a show going
from nothing into something

beautiful is such a privilege.”
Being able to attend NW,
Meier feels she has become a
more assured person. She said
she has seen herself become
much more confident in “who
I am, as an artist, an educator
and a follower of Jesus.”
Throughout the past years
Meier has grown in many
aspects, such as her leadership
skills, how cares for and loves
others and how she views her
place in manifesting of God’s
Kingdom here on earth.
Some of Meier’s favorite
memories involve her theatre
family, as well as her Fern 3rd
south family. Meier has enjoyed
the late-night runs to La Jaus
and Blue Bunny, the dreaded
but wonderful super long
rehearsals for the upcoming
shows and the “Drop Dead
Theatre” that happened her
sophomore year where she was
able to write, direct and perform
three original plays in 24 hours.
When next fall comes
around, Meier is hoping to
student teach in Des Moines.
After that, she is not quite sure
what she will do next. “Maybe
I’ll go right into teaching
English, Drama or Speech,”
she said. “Or maybe I’ll get into
youth community theatre, or
maybe I’ll pursue professional
stage managing.”
Meier definitely has options
for what she can do in her
future and she is excited to
explore what she is passionate
about with the knowledge and
experience she has gained by
attending NW.
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Karisa Meier is excited to share her talents with audiences and her future students.
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Unsung Heroes: music adjunct faculty
THE BEHIND THE
SCENES OF MUSIC
ALAYNA BAKKE

PUBLIC RELATIONS
The Northwestern Music
Department is full of dedicated
and
talented
professors.
However, it takes more than
the full-time professors who
you see conducting at the
front of the stage. The adjunct
faculty may be behind the
scenes most of the time, but
they play a big role as well.
They specialize in specific
areas by providing private
lessons to college students in
almost 20 instruments such
as piano, violin, saxophone,
violin, trumpet, harp and with
voice lessons.
Andy
Keller
(‘06)
teaches piano lessons as
an adjunct professor. He
specializes on lead sheet
piano which means he
teaches students how to
play
modern
worship.
Every other year, he teaches
a class, “leading worship
teams,” where students
learn about instruments
in a typical praise team,
gain leaderships training
and engage in theological
discussion. He typically
has one to two students
for lead sheet piano lessons
per semester and has been
working as an adjunct
professor for 10 years.
However, Keller’s journey

goes back much farther.
He was a student majoring
in music with a focus on
religion at NW before
becoming
the
director
of worship for Trinity
Reformed
Church
in
Orange City.
“I have always had a
passion for teaching and
equipping college students,
many of whom I get to work
with at Trinity,” Keller said.
“I also really appreciated
how NW helped prepare
and train me for the role
that I currently have.
Teaching adjunctly is a way
to continue to build into
students, use the skills and
knowledge that I have and
build God’s kingdom.”
Tori Buckler is a junior
nursing major, but she
will be taking a fifth year
due to changing her major
to nursing. With this
extra year, she has time to
add piano lessons in her
schedule as a fun break
in the day. So far, Buckler
has loved her experience
working with Keller.
“Professor Keller does
a great job with figuring
out where you are at and
working with you on how
to grow!” Buckler said.
“He makes the lessons
applicable to what your
goals are as a musician
and worship leader. I love
working with him and
appreciate the opportunity

learning how to worship
through piano.”
Janelle
Phinney
is
another adjunct instructor
who is also one of the staff
accompanists. She earned a
Master of Art and Religion
from Yale University, Yale
Divinity and the Yale
Institute of Sacred Music.
At NW, she helps with
choir rehearsal so students
can learn notes efficiently
and accompanies student
performances as needed.
She teaches music theory,
music appreciation and

Orange City community.
Anyone
from
the
community was able to
attend
and
comment
about what was great
about campus, what was
missing
from
campus
and what they would like
to see. Outcomes of the
master plan included The
Learning Commons, the
upcoming Juffer Athletic
Fieldhouse
and
even
talk of a future center
for science classrooms
and laboratories were all
included, as well as Kepp
Hall.
The
vision
the
community had for Kepp
Hall was for another suite’s
type building in its place.
Fast forward to 2022,
Dean of Residence Life
Marlon
Haverdink
is
anticipating a smooth
transition for the new
dormitory in place of
Kepp Hall.

“The new building will
have three stories with
six wings and will house
roughly
150
women.”
Haverdink said, “It will be
a suite-style hall with two,
two person rooms sharing
a bathroom,” Haverdink
even
mentioned
that
the hall will include airconditioning, which is a
luxury that Fern cannot
afford.
“We are hoping for this
hall to open fall of 2024.
Before the Colenbrander
Hall men move to Fern
Smith
Hall,
we
will
look
into
renovating
the
bathrooms,
and
look into some form
of air-conditioning in
the building as well,”
Haverdink said.
While the demolition
of Kepp Hall is inevitable,
it is exciting to see the
future of residence halls
on campus.

PHOTO BY NW MAR COMM
Students who participate in band and choir take lessons with adjunct faculty who specialize in their insruments and vocals.

world music.
“My favorite class to
teach is World Music; I
enjoy introducing students
to the variety of arts and
culture
among
various
people groups,” Phinney
said. “I have especially
enjoyed researching the
different
ways
people
around the world worship
God with their unique
musical heritage.”
As
an
accompanist,
she meets with about 12
students each semester.
This is her fourth semester

at NW, but she has been
accompanying for 10 years,
with six years being at
two other schools in Ohio
prior to NW. Phinney loves
helping students prepare
for recitals and uses her
role as an opportunity to
learn more great music.
Sophomore Jessica Slight,
a participant in a cappella
choir, heritage singers and
symphonic band, works
with Phinney in her lab that
goes along with her music
theory course.
“My ear training skills

have
improved
greatly
since the beginning of the
school year,” Slight said.
“I can now successfully
dictate a melody, rhythm
or harmonic progression,
which is something I had
never done before.”
Adjunct
professors
provide the opportunity for
specialization in various
musical
instruments.
Students have the space to
grow outside of the classroom
and refine their God-given
talents and abilities.

The ever-evolving Kepp Hall
FROM PAGE 1
In 2003, Kepp Hall
housed
the
Campus
Ministry Team in the
apartments on the upper
floor. In the summer
of
2004,
Kepp
was
fully
converted
into
offices
with
surface
renovations. After the
renovation, Kepp housed
career
development,
international
student
services, study abroad
and
campus
ministry.
The building changed its
name from Center for
Spiritual Formation and
Vocation to the Franken
Center for Faith, Learning
and Living. When these
departments moved to the
newly remodeled Ramaker
Center in 2014, it reverted
to Kepp Hall.
In December of 2014,
NW initiated their master
plan by involving the

PHOTO BY PRATIK PAUDEL
Kepp Hall will be demolished soon to make room for a new suite-style dorm for women.
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Hubbard’s sabbatical in the Bahamas
SHAKESPEARE IN
THE TROPICS
ASHLEY JARAMILLO
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Dr. Robert Hubbard was
one of two professors at
Northwestern who were
awarded a sabbatical for the
2021-22 academic school
year. However, Dr. Laird
Edman’s sabbatical in New
Zealand for the spring
semester was cancelled.
Hubbard’s
sabbatical
was spent in the city of
Nassau in the Bahamas
where he worked on several
projects. Hubbard directed
a
Caribbean-inspired
version of “Love’s Labour’s
Lost” for the Shakespeare in
Paradise Festival in Nassau.
He was also granted a work
permit from the University
of the Bahamas to teach
an introduction to theatre
course on campus and
consulted on a Theatre
Work Group to create a
proposal for a sustainable
theatre major. He also did a
lot of writing that included
research,
interviews,
reviews and a first draft

of a book. In addition to
the sabbatical projects, he
had many other wonderful
experiences.
“I tried to open water
swim in the ocean as much
as I could, and that was
glorious,” Hubbard said.
“The Bahamian government
took COVID very seriously,
so I got in the habit of
wearing a mask in-doors
all the time. However,
fully vaccinated people
could eat in doors if they
showed a vaccination card,
so I was able to enjoy many
wonderful restaurants.”
Meanwhile at NW, Drew
Schmidt was the individual
who took on the role of the
Theatre Department Chair.
Students, colleagues and
faculty all missed Hubbard
during his time away from
campus.
“Professor
Hubbard
has been at NW for a long
time,” Schmidt said. “So, in
his absence we missed his
leadership, his wisdom, his
experience and his sense of
patient calm.”
With that being said,
the theatre department was
more than excited when

Hubbard returned.
“It was a homecoming!
When someone is away for a
season their absence can be
deafening,” Schmidt said.
“More than anything else
it’s just nice to see him in
his office, to have his voice
in conversation and to hear
his laugh throughout the
day.”
For Dr. Hubbard, it
was a simple transition as
he was ready to head home,
despite the drastic weather
difference.
“The first day back, it
was zero degree here and
80 degrees in The Bahamas,
so that was quite a change,”
Hubbard said. “But I do
enjoy the seasons, so the
cold weather does not
bother me much.”
After his return to the
states, Hubbard was able to
reflect on his sabbatical and
apply what he has soaked in
from his experience here at
NW.
“It was good for me to
be in a place where I was a
racial minority, I noticed
this most during teaching,”
Hubbard said. “Teaching a
room full of eager students,

rock climbing, navigating
transportation in a foreign
country, sight-seeing in
multiple different countries
and even spending the night
in an Eastern Orthodox
monastery.
Eventually, it was time to
return to Orange City. The
transition wasn’t always easy.
“Being awake for thirty
hours
traveling
while
jumping forward eight hours
in time took a couple weeks
to recover from,” Richard
said.
It is also an academic
transition too, from hiking
to Van Peursum Hall.
“Switching back into
classroom
learning
has
definitely been the biggest
adjustment so far,” Bakke
said. “Walking to 7:45 a.m.
class is a little less exciting

than hiking in the mountains
on a Monday morning!”
Aside from the physical
recovery, the team missed
the people they cherished.
“I also miss my host
family and think about
them often,” Richard said.
“Although, I have learned
that there is a season for all
things good. If experiences
lasted forever, they would
lose their meaning.”
Despite the separation
from the treasured people of
Romania, many on the team
felt they easily jumped back
into NW life.
“I got back and felt like I
never left,” Brady Lamansky
said.
No matter where the team
goes, one thing is clear. It’s
not about the place, it’s about
the people.

Romania study abroad
FROM PAGE 1

One courses taught was
experiential
education,
based on Romanian history
and sites, another was
sustainable
development,
based on his own work in
Lupeni.
The team’s studies didn’t
keep them trapped in the
classroom, but rather on the
go. The students toured the
Bran Castle, Dacian King
Sculpture and the Palace of
Parliament. They learned
about Dr. Bates’ work of
carving bike trails in the
area and his IMPACT club,
a Gospel education club to
help children serve their
community.
The students accomplished
many things: mountain
biking,
backpacking,

PHOTO BY PRATIK PAUDEL
Romanian students visit a variety of places, which aid in their learning experience.
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Dr. Hubbard is a professor in the theatre department and spent his fall semester in the

all of African descent,
made me much more aware
of how my audience might
interpret what I was saying,
especially on issues of
race. This experience was
challenging, illuminating
and transformative.”
With two other sudden
vacancies in the theatre
department
last
fall,

Schmidt described how it
would have been easy to ask
Professor Hubbard to stay.
“Sabbaticals
are
so
necessary for the hearts
and minds and souls of
your professors. This work
is taxing,” Schmidt said.
“We were happy to send our
beloved colleague off to a
place that was much more

scenic and warmer, even if
it was hard at home.”
Dr. Hubbard has been
a NW faculty member since
2001 and has learned much
from teaching, directing
and acting. However, this
sabbatical was a once in
a
lifetime
opportunity
to learn and experience
something new.

OPINIONS 6
Why
Americans
call
it
soccer
QUOTES!
(As voiced by you, the students)

CAMPUS QUOTES!
Johannes von Saldern

“Wait, isn’t Germany the size
of South Dakota?”

“Ariana Grande must be a
big Julian of Norwich fan.”

“If I saw you on the street 10
years from now...”

“The infamous Red Riders!”

Business

I

came to the U.S. to study at
Northwestern College and play soccer,
but I was surprised why the most popular
sport in the world is called “soccer” and
not “football.” I first thought that it was
due to the basic attitude of the American
people to do everything a little differently.
Americans tend to try and separate
themselves from the rest of the world
through their terminology. A few examples
of this are their preference of Fahrenheit
instead of Celsius, using the AngloAmerican system of measurement instead
of the metric system, or using gallons and
ounces instead of liters for volume units.
In addition, Americans already have

Caleb Arnett

Political Science

D

“I’m a woman and women
don’t cry.”

The quotes expressed in these polls
respresent student opinion and is no way
intented to indicate particlar perspectives
or beliefs of the beacon staff.

Be sure to follow the Beacon
on Instagram to submit your
own CAMPUS QUOTES!

the term soccer was used for the same
sport as football. According to Szymanski,
“Since 1980 the usage of the word ‘soccer’
has declined in British publications, and
where it is used, it usually refers to an
American context. This decline seems to
be a reaction against the increased usage
in the US which seems to be associated
with the highpoint of the NASL [North
American Soccer League] around 1980.”
Thus, it can be said that the British merely
banned and abhorred the term soccer so
that they could distance themselves from
the Americans. The term soccer, however,
has nothing to do with a gradation of the
sport but only the classification of similar
sports.
In summary, we can say that soccer
developed from the term “associated
football” and nowadays it is used only in the
U.S. because Great Britain distanced itself
from the term. It may seem at first that it
was just Americans being Americans, but
there is a very logical cultural reason why
Americans chose to call the sport soccer.

Why diversity offices matter

“I remember when my
daughter was so mad at the
world she licked a wall”

“You may want to get tested,
I have Stegenga.”

their version of football, internationally
known as “American football,” which
would otherwise be confusing. However,
the reason for the name development of
soccer is none of the above.
To find it, one must go back to the
origins of the sports of football and soccer.
Both mentioned sports have their origin in
the Great Britain of the 18th century. At
that time, there was only football, which
was a mixture of today’s soccer and rugby.
However, it differed from place to place. In
1863, this ancient football was divided into
“rugby football” and “associated football,”
and for the first time, there were clear and
uniformed rules, as well as the ancient
mixture, which was called “gridiron.”
These sports came to America with
the immigration wave around 1900. The
Americans developed their mixture of the
above-mentioned sports, which is very
similar to the gridiron. However, they
gave this sport the name “football.” That’s
why Associated Football became soc and
later soccer, while rugby football became
rugby. This name development also took
place in parallel in Great Britain, however,
there were rugby, gridiron, and football;

oes diversity matter?
Or more specifically, are
structures to support diverse cultures
in higher education institutions, such
as intercultural offices, necessary?
Increasingly, the answer for many
Americans
is
no.
Conservative
politicians and activists across the
country are pushing for a more
individualistic approach to the world.
None of which are more radical than
Governor Kristi Noem’s elimination
of university diversity offices in South
Dakota. But these efforts are not only
out of touch with the human experience
but are also extremely damaging to our
public discourse and commitment to
diversity and humility.
First, culture is just as much part of
the human experience as the individual.
Individualism does matter, but culture
shapes how we view and interact with
ourselves and others. In fact, the very
worldview that elevates individualism
above everything else is itself a product
of western culture. There is no such
thing as a human that only exists as
an individual. Therefore, by ignoring

$

the impact of culture, we are not really
focusing on the individual, but creating
an ethnocentric environment where the
only valid cultural expression is EuroAmerican. To put it one way, Noem
has replaced institutions designed
to support cultural diversity with
institutions designed to reinforce the
majority culture. The consequences
of this would be numerous. Students,
who once found invaluable community
in diversity offices, would be without
institutional support or recognition
of their cultural needs or traditions.
Surviving college in a different culture
is already challenging enough. Even for
students from the majority culture, they
would lose the structured opportunity
to learn from build community
with those who do not share their
background. For the students involved,
there is no “leftist agenda,” just a
sliver of belonging and community in
unfamiliar waters.
Second, attaching the idea of “cultureblindness” to conservative politics will
drive American discourse further into
the ground. Diversity has nothing to
do with “liberal” or “conservative”
politics: it’s an element of our collective
humanity that we all contribute to.
Loving our neighbors and dignifying
them in and through differences and
similarities is simply being a good
human. However, attacking diversity
efforts as “leftist” makes it sound deeply
partisan. It creates a false equivalence
of progressive values and cultural
inclusion. Instead of fostering healthy
fellowship, it decenters diversity efforts

Get wealthy
off your words...

...With the new
Beacon pay scale

Write 1-4 stories = $10 each | 5-8 stories = $15 each | 9+ stories = $20 each

$

from people and turns it to a partisan
boxing match where cooperation is
traitorous. No progress will be made
in this fashion. True diversity cannot
be achieved by a single interest group,
and progressive activists have their
own blind spots when it comes to
cultural inclusion. A diverse, inclusive
conservative movement is essential
to make everyone of all backgrounds
feel welcome and heard. However,
if Republicans keep turning that
statement into an oxymoron, cultural
inclusion will keep evolving into a
political weapon that has little care for
the people themselves.
Northwestern’s
Intercultural
Development Office is one of the most
important institutions on campus. We
do not have a “leftist” or “secular”
agenda. Simply, the office exists to
make NW a home for students of all
cultural backgrounds. We do this
through deeply rooted theological
convictions, including the Imago Dei
and our call to love our neighbors. Our
work is not exclusive to any student
group; I grew up in Iowa, yet I have
found community.
Do not let Kristi Noem’s rhetoric
divide those who care about diversity
and love. If you have not already, come
check out Intercultural Development.
The Intercultural Club, La Mosaic
and the PIECE program all offer
opportunities to engage and learn
with students of varying backgrounds.
Hopefully, you’ll find a type of love that
building belonging and dignifies our
differences along with our similarities.

Editor’s Note
The opinions published both in print and online
are the opinions of the authors only. Beacon
staff members do not necessarily support the
opinions expressed in this section. Research and
editing (other than formatting) of articles is the
responsibility of the authors rather than the editors.
Respectfully,
the Beacon staff
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Spotlight: Kennedy Kramer garners GPAC honors

TRACK HONORS
IN CONSECUTIVE
WEEKS

is looking forward to a career

“I was extremely excited

team, it has been so exciting to

JILLIAN SIMON
BUSINESS ADMIN

after breaking NW’s 400

have Kennedy join the team

Even though Kramer

indoor

wasn’t

this year. She truly has led our

has just started her freshman

expecting to do it at my first

team to victory on a number

season,

meet, but it was definitely

of occasions. I know that with

becoming a leader on the

a goal of mine before the

Kennedy as the anchor, if we

team. She is known on the

season

a

can get her the baton in first,

team for her positive attitude

freshman also added to the

she isn’t going to let anyone

and dedicated work ethic.

excitement because it made

pass her…I know our 4x400

“Kennedy has been able

me realize that this is just the

team wouldn’t be in the same

to push our team with her

beginning of a long road of

place if it wasn’t for her,” said

outstanding effort in practice.

personal accomplishments!”

teammate Abby Clarke.

As we compete in practice

of achievements.

Breaking a school record
your

freshman

year

is

quite the accomplishment.
Breaking the school record
in your first ever meet
is

almost

unheard

of.

Freshman Kennedy Kramer
is making quite the name
for herself, now holding
the

Northwestern

the Raiders.

school

record in the 400-meter race,
breaking her own record with
almost every passing meet.
To gain the honor of
GPAC women’s indoor track
and field athlete of the week
two weeks in a row, Kramer

“As a member of the 4x400

record.

I

started.

Being

said Kramer.
Not

only

sweeping

the

These upcoming years
is

Kramer

are looking bright for Kramer

individual

and the Raider women’s track

400-meter with a best time

and field team.

is able to earn All-American

status several times,” said
coach Scott Bahrke.

she

is

already

our whole team is pushed,”
said Clarke.
With

Kramer’s

leadership and skill, there is

of 57.29, but she also led

“I hope that she (Kramer)

no saying how far she will go

her 4x400 relay team to a

helps our ladies compete for

during her time at NW. All

National qualifying time, a

a conference title in a couple

we know is she will get there

major accomplishment for

of years. I also hope that she

fast.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Freshman Kennedy Kramer makes a name for herself during indoor

NW wrestling takes action in meet at Sioux City
WRESTLING TEAM
SHOWING STRIDES
BREANNA CARR
YOUTH MININSTRY

The Red Raider Wrestling
team was on the road on Feb.
5 with 15 wrestlers looking
for some great competition.
It was a tough day for many
of the Raider wrestlers, three
wrestlers brought home medals
at the Dave Edmonds/Sioux
City Open tournament which
was hosted by the Morningside
Mustangs.
Wrestling at 125lbs were
sophomore Sean Heeney and
freshman Case Cauthron.
Heeney went 3-2 at the
tournament, losing his first and
fourth matches while winning
his second, third and fifth
matches. His last match was
for fifth place where he brought

home the fifth-place medal.
Cauthron had a tough day with
a 0-2 day after having a bye in
the first round.
The Red Raider wrestlers
at 133lbs were junior Noah
Kryfka, freshman Daniel Hinds
and freshman Jacob Pierick.
Kryfka wrestled hard, finishing
the day 2-2. A first round loss
for Kryfka paved the way for
two wins, only to fall short of
a place on the podium with a
loss in the fourth consolation
round. Both Hinds and Pierick
went 0-2 at the tournament.
Freshman Eli Leonhardt
wrestled at 141lbs, but also
went 0-2 for the day. Freshman
John Seth went 1-2 in the
149lb-weight class. At 157lbs,
Freshman Edward Punzalan
saw a win in both the first and
second rounds but found two
losses in his last two matches
and going 2-2 on the day.
The 165lbs wrestlers proved

tough for junior Sam Copley,
who went 0-2 as well. There
were three Raider wrestlers
who wrestled at 184lbs. First
was junior Tyler Zeiman who
went 2-2. Two of Zeiman’s
matches were against his own
teammates freshmen Braeden
Campbell and Kaleb Lind.
Campbell ended the day going
1-2, with his losses being
against Zeiman and Lind. Lind
brought home a sixth-place
medal after going 3-3 at the
tournament. Two of the wins
for Lind were against Zeiman
and Campbell.
Freshman Jose Sanchez also
brought home a sixth-place
medal in the 197lb-weight
class. Sanchez went 2-3 to
round out the day. Two Raider
wrestlers fought hard in the
285lb-weight class. Freshman
Lincoln Siebert had a bye in

a top NSIC conference team,
within the NCAA. In the end we
fallen short and were given their
first loss on the season 0-9.
Mankato swept all four
double matches, as well as all
eight singles matches. Freshmen
Julia Kutz and Ainslie Robinson
put up a fight in the number one
double spot, but ultimately fell
6-3.
Saturday, the Raiders faced
Gustavus Adolphus, where they
unfortunately suffered their
second loss falling 0-9. Kutz and
freshman Julie Anderson battled
in the number on double spot
once again but were defeated
8-5. Kutz took her opponent to a
tiebreaker set, but was given the
loss by Trebil 6-2, 5-7 and 10-8.
“We learned a lot and
we grow when we get these
experiences. Overall, I was
pleased with how we did. We

improved overall, we faced
two really good teams and I
am proud of the way the girls
fought,” said head coach Jaime
De Jong.
For the Raider men’s tennis
team, they took down Cornell
College, 7-2 on Saturday, Feb.
5. Junior Brain VanDen Berg
and freshman David Bomgaars
dominated their opponents 8-2
in the first double spot.
Northwestern swept all six
singles against Cornell. In the
number one spot, VanDen Berg
won 6-7, 6-2 and 1-0. All the
other matches were one in two
sets.
Following the win, the
Raiders defeated Loras College
with the same score, 7-2. VanDen
Berg and Bomgaars put together
a dominating performance
winning the number one spot
8-3. Freshman Collin Harmelink

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
NW Raiders worked hard at the meet at Morningside on Feb. 5 as three wrestlers took back

the first round, only to end the
day going 1-2. And freshman
Sam Vonnahme also had a
first-round bye and went 1-2 to
round out the tournament for

the Red Raiders.
“We were inconsistent
throughout the day as our
youthfulness was evident,”
said head coach Rik Dahl. “The
guys battled, and we are always

proud of that.”
The Red Raider Wrestling
team will be back in action
on February 18 and 19 in
Mitchell, SD for the GPAC
Championships.

NW men’s and women’s tennis begin seasons
BOTH TEAMS
START STRONG
KATIE JACOB
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Last week, the men’s and
women’s tennis team competed
in one of their first matches of
the season. The women took a
trip for the weekend Feb. 4 and
5 to St. Peter to compete against
two tough NCAA opponents
where they fell and were given
their first two loses of the season
putting them 3-2 on the season.
The men on the other hand
traveled to Mount Vernon, IA on
Saturday, Feb. 5, where the team
walked away with two wins for
the day giving them a 5-1 record
on the season.
Friday night, the women’s
team faced Minnesota-Mankato,

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
Junior Brian Vander Berg had a successful weekend dominating both doubles matches to
help win.

and senior Juani Mackrey took
their match 8-3.
“It was a great day for the
Raiders! By far the best tennis
we’ve played since I’ve taken
over the program,” said head
coach Monte Tilgner. “Number

one double came out of the gate
very strong and played two very
solid matches. All together both
wins were great team wins.”
The men’s team will get
back in action on Thursday,
Feb. 17 in their first GPAC

match against Mount Marty.
The women will head to Sioux
City going head-to-head against
Grand View on Friday, Feb. 18.
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NW celebrates diversity in health

HUGE SUCCESS IN HELPING
STUDENTS
RACHEL SMART
ENGLISH TEACHING
This month, campus has been hosting many
mental health initiatives specifically focusing on
learning disabilities and mental health disorders in
the last two weeks, there has been a workshop on
ADHD and a depression and anxiety screening.
Most recently, this Monday, Marie Jeppesen
campus’s academic support specialist hosted an
ADHD workshop for students. Through the event
Jeppesen wanted to provide students with “realistic”
strategies to cope with negative ADHD symptoms as
well as an opportunity for students to connect with
each other about their personal experiences with
ADHD. Advertised to include fidget toys, the event
was met with huge success.
Jeppesen said, “Getting a bunch of students
together that can connect, all the way back to
childhood, was really special. There are elements
of isolation and misunderstanding in ADHD, so
finding common ground around such oddly specific
things was meaningful for everyone in the room.”
This event also served as an opportunity to foster
Northwestern’s value of diversity. Understanding the
different ways the mind works is especially important
in college which produces an environment where
students are especially affected by their learning
differences.
Jeppesen explained, “You’re newly responsible
for many aspects of being a functional adult while
learning and working 10 to 12 hours a day.”
Mental health disorders and struggles, like
depression and anxiety, can also become incredibly
apparent in college, which is one of the reasons

campus has a wellness center to assist students
with these issues. Recently, the wellness center had
its annual depression and anxiety screening for
students.
Campus therapist Justin Derry explained, “The
goal was to try to provide an opportunity for students
to gauge where they are at with their mental health.”
According to Derry, twice as many students
showed up to the event as the last time it was held
in the fall of 2020. This piqued interest may be in
part due to the increase of mental health struggles
in young people in the last few years. Derry pointed
out that there has been an increase in anxiety and
depression rates recently.
Part of what the wellness center hopes to provide
students on campus as a response to growing stress
is resiliency, or healthy ways to cope with the stress
of everyday life so that abnormal events like the
pandemic, social unrest or personal tragedy can
become more manageable. To help students achieve
a greater amount of resiliency, the wellness center
has reached out to the campus’s resident directors to
potentially schedule talks for students within their
dorms.
Additional events that the wellness center has
planned for the semester are an eating disorders
awareness display, planned for the second floor of
Ramaker, and an alcohol awareness event in April.
These events, however, are not the only resources the
wellness center provides. As most students know,
the wellness center offers free, professional therapy
for all NW students year-round. However, they also
offer a plethora of additional resources like group
therapy, print resources from the center’s library for
PHOTO BY LYDIA RAKOW
checkout, digital resources on the campus website,
Students are able to get questions answered at this clinic.
crisis support, consultations for short term therapy
(a meeting or two to unpack a singular issue),
premarital counseling and a massage chair.

Super Bowl set for this Sunday in Los Angeles
RAMS TAKE ON THE BENGALS
JORDAN DESMET
PUBLIC RELATIONS
For most sports fans across the nation, Feb. 13 cannot
come soon enough. Until then, they will have to wait with
much anticipation to watch the Los Angeles Rams and the
Cincinnati Bengals square off in Super Bowl LVI.
Kickoff is set for 6:30 p.m. at SoFi Stadium in Inglewood,
CA, which is coincidentally the home field of the Rams.
According to CBS Sports, Los Angeles is a 4.5-point favorite
and will look to become the second team in NFL history to
win a Super Bowl on their own turf, a feat that Tom Brady and
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers achieved last season.
Both teams had remarkable playoff runs on their way to the
big game, and this year marks the first time in NFL history
that two Wild Card teams made it to the Super Bowl. The
Bengals went 31 years without winning a playoff game before
they defeated the Las Vegas Raiders, the number one seed
Tennessee Titans and the juggernaut Kansas City Chiefs to
claw their way to a Super Bowl berth. On the other side, the
Rams beat the Arizona Cardinals, the defending Super Bowl
champion Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the San Francisco 49ers
to punch their ticket to Inglewood.
Arguably, the biggest storylines coming into the matchup
include the two starting quarterbacks: the young Joe Burrow
for the Bengals and the veteran Matthew Stafford for the
Rams. Although both quarterbacks were both number one
overall picks in their respective draft classes, their paths to
the top were not easy.
After fighting for playing time in college, Burrow completed
one of the best college football seasons of all time at LSU,
which ended with him winning a National Championship
and the Heisman Trophy in 2019. However, he tore his
ACL last season in his first year starting for the Bengals,
and Cincinnati only won four games. Nonetheless, after an
incredible comeback season this year, Burrow is one win away
from a title.

“I think the message Joe Burrow is trying to portray with
his insane comeback season is that it doesn’t matter the
circumstances, and it doesn’t matter if the odds are stacked
against you,” said junior Parker Johnson. “If you go through
every day trying to be better than the day before then anything
is possible.”
As for Stafford, he spent 12 years as quarterback of the
Detroit Lions. Stafford was a great quarterback on a bad team,
and he did not win a playoff game in three appearances in

Detroit. However, Stafford finally finds himself in position to
do something that seemed impossible when he was in Detroit.
“Stafford was always a really good quarterback, but he did
not have the weapons to do anything when he was in Detroit,”
said sophomore Brandon Lampi. “Now, he is showing just how
good he is. He deserves this.”
Both quarterbacks look to add their own finishing touches
to one of the most entertaining NFL playoffs in recent memory
and prove they belong in the spotlight.

COURTESY OF SPORTINGNEWS.COM
The Bengals and the Rams go head to head this year in the Super Bowl.

